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CONNECTING AIRPORTS CONFERENCE BRINGS AIRPORT

PARTNERS TOGETHER
Chicago Department of Aviation Hosts Several Regional Airports at O’'Hare
to Share Information and Best Practices

CHICAGO - The Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) hosted executives from
Midwest airports and beyond today at O'Hare International Airport for the first-ever
"Connecting Airports Conference".

The event brought together directors from regional airports that have connecting flights
through O'Hare to meet with CDA staff, airline representatives and officials from the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Great Lakes Region Airports Division.

The “Connecting Airports Conference” provides a forum for the CDA to share information
and best practices with its partners from other airports. During the event, Commissioner
Rosemarie S. Andolino, senior staff and consultants from the CDA shared the latest
activities at O'Hare including an update on the O'Hare Modernization Program (OMP),
the CDA's industry-leading sustainable initiatives and O'Hare's award-winning snow
removal program.

"At Chicago's airports, we are following Mayor Richard M. Daley's lead by continually
reaching out to all of our airport partners and bringing them to the table to discuss
common issues," said Andolino. "That is the reason we developed the 'Connecting
Airports Conference'. This is a great opportunity to share information and begin a direct
dialogue with surrounding airports that have connecting flights through O'Hare
International Airport.”

Today's conference was co-chaired by David N. Edwards, Jr., Executive Director,
Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport (Secretary-Treasurer of Airports Council
International-North America (ACI-NA) Board of Directors) and Bruce Carter, Executive
Director, Quad City International Airport (Vice Chairman of the American Association of
Airport Executives (AAAE) Executive Committee).

"I was very impressed with the broad agenda that was provided today about O'Hare and
its enhanced operations," said Carter. "I hope we can secure additional airports and do
this again on an annual basis."
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"Today was a great opportunity for smaller airports to get together with the City of
Chicago, network and discuss how we can work more closely together in the future,”
said Edwards. "It gave smaller airports an opportunity to learn from our larger airport
partners, who are pressing ahead and forging some new ground.”

Dr. Susan Shea, Director, Division of Aeronautics, Illinois Department of Transportation
also attended the conference and spoke to the attendees this morning.

The conference featured speakers from United Airlines and American Eagle, as well as
an airfield tour and presentation from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Wildlife
Services about Wildlife Hazard Management at O'Hare.

The conference will wrap up later today with a roundtable discussion between the CDA
and all of the attendees.

“Airports, large or small, have much in common. We want our airports to run efficiently
and offer the best service for our passengers,” said Andolino. “But large or small, we can
share experiences, best practices, and learn from each other.”

The “Connecting Airports Conference” was developed by the CDA to strengthen the
relationship between Chicago’s airports and airport partners across the Midwest and
around the U.S. The CDA plans to host similar events in the future.

Alrports participating in the conference today included:
Evansville Regional Airport;
Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport;
Quad City International Airport;

Knoxville McGhee Tyson Airport;

Eppley Airfield (Omaha);

South Bend Regional Airport;
Springfield-Branson National Airport; and
Cherry Capital Airport (Traverse City).

The Chicago Department of Aviation (CDA) is self-supporting, using no local or state tax dollars for
operations or capital improvements at O’Hare and Midway International airports. Together, Chicago’s
airports generate more than $45 billion in annual economic activity and create 540,000 jobs for the region.
Please visit www.flychicago.com to learn more about the Chicago Department of Aviation.

The CDA continues to incorporate and expand sustainable initiatives for airport planning, operations and
maintenance, and concessions and tenants in accordance with the CDA Sustainable Airport Manual (SAM)
Version 2.0, released in November 2010. To view case studies, lessons learned and new technologies, and
for more information on the SAM, please visit www.airportsgoinggreen.org.

The O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP), introduced by Mayor Richard M. Daley in June 2001, transforms
O’Hare’s airfield from an outdated system of intersecting runways into a modern parallel runway
configuration. The program will reduce overall delays at the Airport by 79 percent, and bad weather delays
by 95 percent. It will create 195,000 new jobs and $18 billion in additional economic activity each year.
Please visit www.oharemodernization.org to learn more about the OMP.
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Editor’s note: Photos attached. Higher resolution images available upon request.
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PHOTO 1 CAPTION: Chicago Department of Aviation Commissioner Rosemarie S. Andolino
discusses the benefits of “going green” at airports with regional airport directors at the
“Connecting Airports Conference” on Wednesday, December 8, 2010. Photo credit: Chicago
Department of Aviation.

PHOTO 2 CAPTION: Dr. Susan Shea, Director, Division of Aeronautics, lllinois Department of
Transportation speaks to the attendees of the “Connecting Airports Conference” on Wednesday,
December 8, 2010. Photo credit: Chicago Department of Aviation.



